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GRAND RAPIDS ART MUSEUM ACQUIRES
SEMINAL REMBRANDT ENGRAVING

Previously Unknown Rembrandt, Three Crosses, Rediscovered After 100 Years;
Impression of the Engraving’s Fourth State Considered Among the Best in the
World

GRAND RAPIDS, Mich., August 27, 2007 BDThe Grand Rapids Art Museum
announed today tha is has acquired Rembrandi® Three Crosses, an engraving which
represents the mog profoundreligiouswork ever created by therenowned artist and
printmaker. The masterwork, daing from 165355, describes Christ@ crudifixion
between two thieves on the hill of Golgotha Themuseum has acquired thefourth state of
Three Crosses, the culminaion of four variations(or states) of theimagetha Rembrandt
reworked on asingle metal plate.

Theengraving, executed in drypoint with burnn, was acquired by the museum with
suppot from Sid and JoanneJanama. Themuseum has been actively acquiring works for
its permanent collection since announéng the creation of its new, $75million museum
building. Opening Octobe 5, 2007, thenew Grand Rapids Art Mussum will bethe
world@ first LEED-certified art museum, and will providethe city of Grand Rapidswith
its first space designed specifically to hous works of art.

Qe plan to open the museum@ new Works on Paper Study and Reading Room
December 1, 2007, shortly after the general museum opening on Octobe 5. Dueto the
fragile nature of works on paper, additiond time to acclimatize this space is required,O
said Museum Director Celeste Adams. GRembrandt® Three Crosses is a centerpiece of
the museum@ print collection tha will continueto grow. This establishes an
extraordinary level of qudity tha we hopeto sugdain in future acquisitionsin al areas of
the collection.O

Thefourth variation, or state, of Three Crosses represents oneof the mog profound
artistic depictionsof desth and redemptionin history, and reflects Rembrandi@ own
meditationson the scripture passage from which the scenewas drawn. In thefirst three
states of Three Crosses, which Rembrandt produed in 1653 thenarrative actionis based
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uponSt. Luke® accountof the Crudfixion Dwhen Qlarkness covered the earthGand
Christ committed his spirit into the handsof his Father. Rembrandi® earlier versionsof
the print focused on theimmediate death of Christ, the conva'sion of the centurion
knealing before thecross, and thefigures leaving the scene Two years later, Rembrandt
returned to the metal plate and dramatically altered the compostion and meaning of the
event depicted, imbuing thework with deeply persond and spiritud connogtions

Richard H. Axsom, Senior Curator of Prints and Photographsat the Grand Rapids Art
Museum, and author of numerouscatalogues of 20" century prints stated, GRembrandt
soughtto discover the humanity of the Bible in hisown persond terms. Over the course
of his life Rembrandi® art moved from a public to a private perspective, an important
precedent to thevery core of modenism Bnamely tha thework of art is arecording of
theartist@individud expeience in theworld. Pablo Picasso consdered Rembrandt the
mogt important influence and ingpirationin his own work.O

Thenewly acquired impression of Three Crosses is an exceedingly significant
impression, notable for its paticular richness of black inksand crispness of line The
work will bedisplayed in thenew museum@ Works on Pape Study, which will house
works on paper in the museum@ collection. Theroomwill open to thepubiic in
December 2007, after acclimatization process is complete.

About the Grand Rapids Art Museum’s Three Crosses

On February 22, 2007a schoolteacher from Luxembourg walked into the print room of
the Rijksmuseum in Amsterdam. He asked the curator, Ger Luijten (pronouned Heir
Loughen), if aprint that had been passed down in his family for generationswas
authentic. Luijten wasinaredulousas he examined the print and realized tha it was not
only authentic, but certainly oneof thefinest impressonshe had ever seen of this
masterpiece. Luijten commented,OThisis so rare. Perhapsonein thousindsof works that
are broughtinto themuseum for review is significant. For something like this to hgppen
isnearly impossible.O

Thefourth state of the Three Crosses explodes the pictorial space, setting up a powerful
contrast between the papable darkness N into which the surrounding figures are
scattered in confuson N and a vertical shaft of light centered on Christ. Rembrandt
scraped, bumished, and polished extensve areas of the plate, removing figures, adding
new ones, and scratching a dense network of linestha darkened theimage Theearlier
states of the Three Crosses are rendeingsof the scenein redlistic terms; the fourth state
is ameditation oninne meaning reflecting Rembrandt@ intensely persond reading of the
Scripture. In both conagption and technique thefourth state of the Three Crossesisa
visionay work of art tha transcendsits momentin time.

Approximate fifty impressionsof thefourth state of the Three Crosses exist in museums
and mgjor private collections Aboutfifteen have come on the art market snce World
War 11. Thisimpression was completely unknown to scholars and museum curators.
Ownership of this print can betraced to Monseur W. Rommelaire, phydcian in ordinary
to Albert | of Belgium at the end of the 19" century. Rommelaire( son suffered from an
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extende illness and was nursed throughouthislife by awoman to whomhe gave the
print in gratitude Thenurse, who never married, gave the print to her goddild, the
mother of the schoolteacher from Luxembourg who broughtthe print to Luijten at the
Rijksmuseum. Luijten® calenda shows an appointment at 2:00pmthat day. Orhisis a
very early and rich impression of the Three Crosses,OL uijten continued, Ot is oneof the
finest in theworld, surely amongthefirst ten printed fromtheplate. It is better than our
fourth state here at the Rijksmuseum and will be one of thebest in theU.S.0

Nadine Orengein, Curator in the Department of Drawingsand Prints at the Metropolitan
Museum of Art and a specialist on Dutch art, reviewed the print pesondly and stated,
Orheimpressionsof thefourth state differ greatly. Rembrandt varied theway tha he
inked each impression as thoughhewere panting the printing plate. As aresult he
created a uniquework of art each time he pulled a sheet from theprinting press. Itis
marvelousto see this rich impression and wondeful tha this new discovery has come to
light

About the Grand Rapids Art Museum

Themission of the Grand Rapids Art Museum isto provide agahering place where
people of al ages and backgroundscan enrich thar lives throughinteraction with works
of art in athoughtprovoking and creative way. Founded in 1910as the Grand Rapid Art
Assodation, the Grand Rapids Art Museum@ initial collection was assembled and
relocated to a Greek Revival residence in 1924and renamed the Grand Rapids Art
Museum. In 1981the Museum moved into its mod recent location in a historic, Beaux-
Arts style Federa Building. Congruction of the new, LEED-certified GRAM building
began in Septembe 2004

The $75million capital campaign to build thenew Grand Rapids Art Museum was
suppoted by a $20million lead gift from the Wege Founddion, organized by long-time
cultural philanthropist and environmental advocate Peter M. Wege Twelve additiond
donows made gifts of $1 million or more, establishing a collaboration of private
philanthropy unprecedented in Grand Rapidsfor asingle cultural project. Inthefirst year
of thecampagn, TheRichad and Helen DeV os Founddion, Jay and Betty Van Andd
Founddion, Steelcase Founddion, Fred and LenaMeijer, and Daniel and Pamella DeVos
Founddion accounted for $20millionin gifts.

GRAMG collection condsts of 5,000works of art, of which more than haf are works on
paper. Mgor prints by Pierre Bonnad, Toulouse-Lautrec, Mary Cassatt, and Window
Homer are induded in thecollection. The strength of the painting collectionis moden
art, which indudes Richard Diebenkom® magjor early work Ingleside, 1963and
Ellsworth Kelly@ monurrental Blue White, 2006commissioned for thelobby of the new
museum. Home to Steelcase, Herman Miller, and Hayworth, Grand RapidsOlegacy asa
leading center for design and manufacturing is reflected is the museum@ growing
collection of design and moden craft. GRAMG® collection also indudes thework of
leading artists from the Michigan and Great L akes area.
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